8o                    Pope Pius XI
to charitable work, others to literary and educational
work; yet others are completely contemplative orders,
and many non-Catholics in Europe consider that these are
the least important. The Church, however, does not
agree with that, and to-day it is being proved right in
India, and in the Far East, where the contemplative
orders, very suitable to the oriental mind, are having a
far greater influence than any ordinary mission.
Possibly the most prominent of the orders is the Society
of Jesus, commonly called the Jesuits, undoubtedly the
best-trained Churchmen in the world. Their preliminary
education is in itself frightening in its thoroughness, and
they are to be found up and down the world active in
the discharge of their duties. Like all shock troops they
are sent to the most vulnerable places at the most danger-
ous moments, and they have managed in that way to gain
for themselves a hatred from non-Catholics and a certain
romance from their own followers.
These Jesuits, as can be observed in most countries,
have in their organisation the cleverest, most intellectual,
and at the same time the most worldly brains, and their
own headquarters in Rome, in the House of the General
of the Order, are as great a centre of information as the
Vatican. Their present General is a Pole, and, he and the
Sovereign Pontiff are in very close contact, for the Pope,
himself intensely interested in everything Polish, feels
himself at ease working with what might roughly be termed
his Minister of War.
Besides the Jesuits, every other Order of any standing
has a House in Rome, and if its actual heads are not always
resident there, they are at least frequent visitors. Hence,
it is quite accurate to say that the Vatican's information